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Markus Rehm

Born in Germany in 1988. After a water-sport accident at the
age of 14, Markus’ right leg was amputated below the knee.
Thanks to a carbon-fiber bladed prosthesis Markus set off on
an inspiring sporting career as a long-jumper and sprinter. At
Paralympic Games he won long-jump gold medals in 2012 and
2016 and a gold medal as a member of the 4x100 meter relay
team in 2016. He currently holds the world disability record in

Photo by Mika Volkmann long jump (8.48 m)

Bayer Supports People to Keep Challenging in Sports

For over 150 years, Bayer has boldly taken on new challenges in its never-ending pursuit of
innovation. Today, that spirit remains one of our greatest strengths and is something that we
encourage in many aspects of life, including sports. Bayer proudly supports diverse athletes who
challenge themselves to be the best, people like TSV Bayer O4's Markus Rehm and Tomoya lto
in Japan. Last year, we brought these two Paralympians together to hear their thoughts on the
attraction of para sports, the pride of being a Bayer athlete, and more.

Both of you are top athletes who have won gold at the Paralympics. What brought you to the
world of para sports?

Rehm: | did track and field when | was a kid, and in my teens | developed a passion for
wakeboarding. That's when | had an accident that required a partial leg amputation. But | wanted to
keep physically challenging myself with the help of a prosthetic, such as jumping on a trampoline.
| happened to have a chance to go to Bayer O4 Leverkusen, which is where | got to run with a
prosthetic blade for the first time. The feel of the wind on my face again was unforgettable—and that
experience made me decide to become a track and field athlete. | hadn't done the long jump before,
but on my first jump | ended up breaking the German record. So, | thought I just might have

a talent for that.

[to: My start came when | mistakenly bought a racing wheelchair. After about one year
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Tomoya lto

Born in Mie Prefecture in 1963. In 1998, he developed multiple
sclerosis and became reliant on a wheelchair. He won gold medals
in the 400- and 800-meter wheelchair races at the Beijing
Paralympics, followed by the silver at the 200-, 400-, and
800-meter events at London. Atter retiring for several years, he
returned to wheelchair racing in 2018. He became an employee of

Bayer Yakuhin in 2018.

of being in hospital after developing multiple sclerosis, | decided to order my first-ever wheelchair.
| picked the coolest one in the catalog, which | didn't know was a racer. | still needed a regular
wheelchair, but instead of returning the racer, | figured I'd give it a try. When | tested it outside the
hospital, | found | could overtake people on bicycles. It was a lot of fun, and so | decided to start
training seriously.

How did it feel when you won your gold medals and stood on top of the world?
lto: On a personal level, | was just really happy—not just because all my hard work had paid off, but
also because winning was a way to thank all the people who supported me. And from that moment
on, I felt a strong sense of responsibility as a gold medalist.
Rehm: The first time | won gold and stood on the highest podium, | could see my family and friends
proudly waving at me with tears in their eyes as the German flag was raised and our national
anthem played. | thought to myself, “| didn't make it this far on my own." All sorts of emotions
swept over me. It was the first time in my life that | had experienced such a moving moment.

Markus, every time you set a new record, the media gives you lots of coverage and writes
things like "A Paralympian has beaten Olympians” or “Might Rehm have a shot at the
Olympics?”

Rehm: | think it would be a tremendous challenge to compete in the Olympics. But, there's
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something important | want to stress—my biggest source of pride is being
a Paralympian. Sometimes 'l see articles saying things like "Rehm is more
interested in getting into the Olympics than competing as a Paralympian,’
but the real reason why | say | want to be in the Olympics is that | want us
to break down the wall between it and the Paralympics. My dream is to fuse
together those two worlds. For instance, we could create a new event that
would link the closing of the Olympics with the opening of the Paralympics.
I'm thinking of a 4 X 100-meter relay where each team has two Olympians
and two Paralympians, and the final runner would be a Paralympian who
carries a torch instead of a baton and uses it to light the cauldron and signal
the start of the Paralympics. | think that if this dream comes true, Il be there
in the stadium audience at that moment, shedding tears of joy.

[to: And I'll be crying next to you. | think that you, Markus, are the only
one now who can really become a bridge between the Olympics and
Paralympics, the one who is closest to making that dream a reality. I'm very
happy knowing that you are proud to be a Paralympian and respect all

para athletes. As someone who competes on the same stage as you, and
as a fellow Bayer colleague, | can receive inspiration from you and use it as
a source of power in my own races.

Both of you have had relatively long athletic careers. What things do you
think are important for achieving the results you seek as athletes?

lto: Basically, my job is to train as a pro athlete, but | remind myself that |
can't take part in races all on my own. | have to be very grateful for being
given an environment that enables me to train and compete. And so | really
embrace the fighting spirit that wells up from that sense of gratitude to
others.

Rehm: I think it's very important to stay motivated and try to take my
training to a higher level every day. Striving towards the results | want is, of
course, part of my motivation, but I'm also motivated by the desire to show
others a person who is constantly pushing himself to the limit. And | also
think it's my duty to communicate the appeal of para sports to younger
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generations.

When it comes to watching para athletes and the Paralympics, what in
particular would you like the general public to see?

Rehm: First of all, I'd like people to watch para sports more often. The
standard of para sports has risen in recent years, and we're seeing the
emergence of more and more outstanding athletes. There are all sorts of
stories behind them, so | think it would be great to have a lot more people
enjoying para sports.

lto: Exactly. And I'd like to add that if the general public would try a little
harder to imagine all the obstacles that a para athlete needs to overcome
just to get to the starting line, regardless of competitive ability, then they
would better understand just how hard each athlete works and just how
wonderful his or her achievements are.

How does it feel to be Bayer athletes?

Rehm: In Germany we have a hashtag that says “With the [Bayer] Cross
on your chest I'm very proud to be a Bayer athlete. Bayer supports a wide
range of sports, not just para sports. | think that we Bayer athletes should
work hard and deliver achievements that repay that support we receive—
and in doing so we could fire up our Bayer supporters and be fired up by
them in return.

lto: | joined Bayer in February 2018. Bayer's history in Germany goes
far back and includes many efforts to foster sports culture. | really respect
that heritage and | want to live up to the expectations that Bayer has for its
athletes. Driven by my pride in being a Bayer employee, | want to do my
best to achieve results that will make my colleagues proud of me.

Rehm: Please cheer for us at the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics. | look forward
to seeing many of my colleagues at the stadium!
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A District Alive with Bayer’s History
Leverkusen is a city in North Rhine-Westphalia
in western Germany located on the banks of
the Rhine, thirty minutes by car from Cologne
Bonn Airport. This city has been home to
Bayer's corporate headquarters since 1912, the
year when the factory relocated to the city to
answer its need for expansive space to further
grow its rapidly developing business. Along
its long history, Bayer cultivates a very special
tradition by supporting sports and cultural
activities in the area.

Looking down from above, the modern
building with the striking bow-shaped
form catches your eye—this is Bayer AG's
headquarters. With an all-glass facade, the
design symbolizes Bayer's transparency and
its energy for continuing to develop into the
future. Bayer's former headquarters building
(top-left of upper photo) sits across from it. This
historical stone building still serves today as
administrative offices. Tradition and innovation—
just seeing these two contrasting buildings
gives you a sense for both Bayer's history and
its continuing strength today.
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Introducing New Propositions to Help Women in Japan

Marc Hofer took over as Country Division Head Consumer
Health in Japan on January 1 of this year. A member of Consumer
Health Japan since its establishment in 2014, Mr. Hofer worked
together with his predecessor and his other colleagues to help take
the division to great success in a short time. We asked him to tell us
his aspirations for Consumer Health as he leads it forward.

*The interview in English can be read at the online HARMONY.
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Bayer in Japan's exclusive alliance with Chinese drone manufacturer
XAG Co, Ltd. (XAG) aims to deliver optimized solutions for Japanese
agriculture.

Japanese agriculture faces many challenges today, including an aging
farming population without enough successors and delayed digital
transformation. In recent years, the percentage of large-scale farmers has
been increased and cultivated acreage per farmer has been expanded.
This means that agriculture going forward will require greater efficiency
and automation, and farmers are expected to produce more with less
labor by using newer solutions.

Bayer's partnership with XAG, announced last November, seeks to
address those challenges. XAG develops agricultural drones and

has a dominant share of the industry in China, an agriculture drone
superpower. XAG possesses cutting-edge drone navigation and
spraying technologies, while Bayer has a robust crop protection portfolio
and deeply rooted expertise in Japanese agriculture. By combining the
strengths of both sides, the partnership will provide innovative solutions
optimized to each farmer’s needs. For example, digital analysis of aerial
images and sensor data makes it possible to pinpoint which plots need
spraying and apply just the right amount of crop protection with high-
precision, fully automated drones. Such tailored solutions will help ensure
the sustainability of Japanese agriculture.

This project represents the first case in the packaging of crop protection
and drone technologies within the global Bayer organization,
underscoring the initiative from Japan.
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